
The Story Way to Composition 

I have been using The Story Way to Composition for many years, and I have found it very 

successful. The children become interested in it from the very first lesson and the interest 

increases as the work proceeds. 

 

I have used this theme with children of mixed abilities with great success. Indeed, no other 

project of mine has been as successful. 

 

Important Points  

The Story Way can be used from the time that children can write even the simplest sentence. Its 

main advantage lies in the fact that children like it. The scheme offers a challenge that each 

child can meet. It offers a project that every child in the class can tackle. It offers a goal that 

every child can reach. Therefore, every child is stimulated to effort; and their efforts are crowned 

with a success that stimulates them to greater effect still. 

 

The whole class participates in this scheme; and as a result, attainment improves, and the 

satisfaction derived by the teacher is a tonic that helps them in their difficult work. The Story 

Way is a project that includes many projects. It in an exercise in Writing, Reading, Spelling and 

Composition. It covers the group once covered by Transcription, Dictation and Conversation. All 

in one project. 

 

Children love stories; therefore, The Story Way was the natural basis for the scheme. And even 

if a child could not write the whole story, they remembered it - and had this to satisfy and 

encourage them. 

 

Learners  

I began the Story Way with a class which consisted of mixed ability children. I did the project 

with the whole class - and there were some who found it challenging. For a week or so, the work 

was testing; but I encouraged, and stimulated to the best of my ability. We were going to win. 

That was all!  

 

Method 

1. I put the Clue words on the board.  

2. I got the children to read them and differentiated this according to ability. 

3. I told the story.  

4. The children repeated the story.  

5. I questioned until I was sure that all children knew the story.  

6. The children wrote down the Clues and they did the story as homework.  

7. From the first lesson I stressed that each clue suggested a Sentence and I stressed that 



a Sentence began with a capital letter and ended with a Full Stop. 

8. The eighth step was the correction of the story. I gave 100 for an excellent story; no 

mistakes in spelling, Capital Letters used in the correct places and full stops inserted. 

9. 100 was the goal. To gain it: correct story; Capital Letters and Full Stops; excellent 

writing; neat. Every effort was given marks. Even one word correctly written got 

recognition. 

The first attempt saw marks ranging from 50 to 5, and there were some who did not attempt the 

story. But when reluctant writers heard a child being praised for getting 5 marks, they were 

encouraged to try. In a few days, all were trying - and for years I have been giving a Story every 

night as part of homework and have found that hardly ever does a child omit to do the story. 

Indeed, I have found frequently that children who are absent through illness or for some family 

reason, have got the "Clues" from pals, and have brought the story to be marked. 

And if at times, to try the children, I have corrected the story without giving the mark merited, the 

child has come back with "How many marks did I get Sir?" 

There is the secret of the success. The mark that denotes progress. When the child who got 6 

yesterday finds that they get 7 today, they are as delighted as the child who improved from 60 to 

69. 

I have made 70 an important mark. Every child who gets 70 is entitled to participate in a Draw 

for a little prize. The value of the prize does not matter. What matters is scoring the 70 that 

entitles one to a place in the Draw. And I give a special prize for 100. And this prize has been 

awarded several times. 

Teachers will appreciate that a very important feature of the Project is the fact that each child is 

in a competition which they know that they can win: they are competing with their previous 

mark. This is great stimulus. You will find children proudly telling a neighbour: “I have improved 

from 10 to 15.” 

 

Time Involved 

Teachers who have discussed the Project with me have been worried about the time taken to 

correct the stories. 

After a few days, many will bring in a story that includes no mistakes. You merely mark the 

writing. Some will have all the story done; but there will be mistakes in spelling, and Capital 

letters and full stops will be omitted. But as time passes, more and more will have all the project 

correct - and a glance at the writing will suffice in their case; and others will be improving daily. 

Have the project well done in school, and your corrections will be light. 

I have found that it took me about 10 minutes to correct 50 stories. 

N. B. 

As time goes on, the more able children can be allowed to give their own version of the story - 

adding interesting detail, substituting better words and phrases, giving an unexpected twist to 

the story etc. In this way all will be kept to the maximum of their ability to write. 



Word Dumps 

 

A Fall  The Robber  A Cut Knee  Quench a Fire 

1. fell  1. Robber   1. Road  1.Oil 

2. began  2. Stole through window  2. Knee  2.Fire 

3. Laugh  3. Filled money  3. Home  3.Sand 

4. Mad  4. Escaped  4. Mammy bandage  4.Extinguish 

       

       

       

A Halloween Ghost  The Boat  An Honest Boy  The School Key 

1.front house  1. Boat   1. Found  1. Teacher 

2.paint nose  2. Oars  2. Home  2. Street 

3.black  3. Lake  3. Gave  3. Gave 

4.scarf  4. Water  4. Owner  4. Thankful 

5.real  5. Row  5. Thankful  5. Lovely 

6.Delighted  6. Delighted  6. shilling  6. Delighted 

       

       

       

Too Clever  The Robin  A Song  The Snowman 

1. Tub filled  1. Robin standing  1. Early morning  1. Snow all 

2. Outside back  2. Not able  2. Looked  2.big ball 

3. Thought  3. Too weak  3. Empty  3.small 

4. Sat fire  4. Picked  4. Around  4.put on 

5. Heard fire brigade  5. Box near  5. Clock  5.an old 

6. rushed  6. Gave milk  6. Began sing  6.Two sticks 

7. Fell  7. Asleep  7. Delighted  7.Lovely 

       

       

       

A Fallen Tree  A Wild Bull  A Lucky Escape  A Fast Car 

1. Storm  1. Wild town  1. Walking through  1. Red car 

2. Knocked road near  2. Everyone afraid  2. Suddenly sink  2. Revved engine 

3. Saw danger  3. Rope  3. Could not  3. Foot down 

4. Lamp  4. Noose  4. Clever  4. Car tore away 

5. Hung branch  5. Threw over head  5. Lay down  5. Tire marks 

6. Warned travellers  6. Pole  6. Pulled  6. Hair swept 

7. Everyone praised  7. Owner euros  7. Rolled hard  7. Car out of sight 

       

       

       
  



A Stray Dog  The Robin’s House   A Fat Trout  Treasure 

1. Dog  1. House   1. Fishing  1. Fishing 

2. Home  2. Pole   2. Went river  2. Caught something 

3. Broken  3. Stuck ground   3. Worn hook  3. Pulled and 

4. Took  4. Box   4. Dropped  4. Up little 

5. Bandage  5. Feathers   5. Caught  5. Opened 

6. Strong  6. Covered   6. Delighted  6. Money 

7. Owner  7. Fed   7. Took  7. Police 

8. Left  8. Put robin   8. Cooked  8. Found owner 

9. Delighted  9. Delighted   9. Delicious  9. Gave reward 

   
 

    

   
 

    

   
 

    

A Clever Dog  The Lame Dog   A New Bicycle  Firewood 

1. White black spot  1. Lame road   1. New bicycle  1. Went wood 

2. Spot  2. Home   2. Riding school  2. Cut axe saw 

3. Clever  3. Broken   3. Fast  3. Sawed pieces 

4. Tricks  4. Daddy bandage   4. Sharp turn  4. Load cart 

5. Taught beg  5. Bread   5. Hit kerb  5. Took home 

6. Carry  6. Box   6. Fell  6. Shed behind 

7. Close  7. Better   7. Dog jumped  7. Firewood winter 

8. Mind  8. Fond   8. Began cycle  8. Dad happy 

9. Happy  9. Everything told   9. Funny  9. Warm cosy fires 

   
 

    

   
 

    

   
 

    

Black Beauty  Saving a Child   The Magpie’s Nest  A Strange Thief 

1. Black colour  1. Standing home   1. Magpie flying  1. Night home 

2. Black Beauty  2. Watching   2. Something beak  2. Saw ladder 

3. Lovely  3. Ball road   3. Climbed  3. Window 

4. Brave  4. Child after   4. Nest top  4. Climbed 

5. Clever  5. Fell   5. Looked  5. In through 

6. Tricks  6. Car   6. Something middle  6. Police 

7. Minded  7. Saw danger   7. Hand pulled  7. Rushed arrested 

8. Sheep  8. Rushed   8. Surprise  8. Began laugh 

9. Drove  9. Picked   9. Mother’s gold  9. Owner 

10. Delighted  10. Jumped   10. Delighted  10. Lost his keys 
  



Sample Stories 

 

The end of the Fox 

A fox sneaked into Pat's yard to steal a fat hen. Pat saw him coming. He ran in to tell his Dad. 

His Dad shooed the fox away. The bad old fox will never catch a hen again. 

 

Quenching a Fire 

Tim spilled a can of oil in the barn. Suddenly it went on fire. Tim ran out and got a bucket of 

sand. He rushed in and threw the sand on the fire. He extinguished the flames. 

 

Preventing an Accident 

Mary was walking near the railway track one dark night. Suddenly she noticed that there were 

rocks on the track. That moment she heard the train coming. She quickly got a bundle of hay 

and lit a fire. The driver saw the fire and stopped. Mary prevented a serious accident. 

 

A Good Deed 

Larry saw a hole in the middle of the road one night. He ran home and got a red lamp. He put it 

beside the hole to warn others of the danger. He presented excellent qualities. Everyone 

praised him for his good deed. 

 

A Pup in School 

A man came to our school today. He had a lovely little black pup with him. He gave him to the 

teacher to show him to us. The teacher put him on the floor. We all wanted to play with him. I 

would love to have a pup like him. 

 

Saving money 

Jim worked hard every evening after school. His dad gave him a euro a week. He put the 

money in his money box. He took the money out yesterday and bought a lovely new bicycle. He 

was delighted 

 

Saving a Robin 

Sarah saw a cat stealing up on a robin one day. The little bird did not know he was in danger. 

He was perched on a low branch singing merrily. The cat was about to spring when Sarah 

shouted. The little bird flew away and escaped. Sarah was delighted. The old cat was disgusted. 

 

Attacked by a Bull 

Noel saw a fierce bull chase a little boy one day. He called his dog Spot and jumped into the 



field. The dog barked at the bull and drove him away. Noel carried the boy to safety. The boy 

was very thankful. 

 

Fish for Dinner 

Edward got a new fishing rod. He went down to the river. He caught a big fat fish. He took it 

home. His mother cooked it for dinner. It was delicious. 

 

A Thief 

A thief came to our house one night. He stole in. My little pet dog ran at him and bit him. The 

robber began to roar. Daddy stole out of bed and caught him. 

 

An Escape 

Tom was playing in the field one day. A big red bull chased him. He climbed up into a tree and 

began to shout for help. The farmer ran to the field and drove away the bull. Tom ran home as 

fast as he could. 

 

A Rescue 

One day Sally was walking by the riverbank. Suddenly a little boy fell into the water. Sally 

jumped in. She caught the boy by the arm and pulled him out. 

 

Saved by a donkey 

One day a big black ram chased Ben. A donkey was grazing nearby. Ben jumped up on the 

donkey's back and galloped to the gate. He jumped off the ass and climbed over the gate. He 

was safe. 

 

Found by a dog 

A little baby who lives near me was lost last week. His parents searched everywhere but they 

could not find him. All the people began to search for him but they could not find a trace of him. 

At last my little dog found him asleep under a tree. 

 

A Busy Day 

William was busy yesterday. He cut the grass in front of the house. He gathered it up and took it 

away. His father gave him a euro. He was delighted. 

 

Home by Bus 

Ellen gets off early for the bus every day. She pays one euro for her ticket. The conductor lets 



her off at the cross near her house. She runs home because she knows a nice dinner is waiting 

for her. 

 

The Cat Wins 

Molly has a lovely white pet cat. One day when she was lying on the doorstep a dog scared her. 

She ran up a tree. The dog ran to the tree after her and began to bark. Suddenly Molly told the 

dog to “Stop!” The dog began to bark and ran off. 

 

A good Present 

Tadgh got a present of an Xbox. He played on it every day. Tadgh became an expert in playing 

different games. He entered a competition and won ten euros. 

 

Caught 

Pat was passing an orchard one day. He climbed in and pulled six lovely red apples. The farmer 

saw him from the house. He caught Pat and scolded him. Pat ran home crying bitterly. 

 

Sensible boy 

Harry was walking through a field one day. Suddenly he began to sink. He threw himself flat on 

the ground. Then he rolled on to solid ground. He was lucky to escape. 

 

A Robber 

Andrew saw a robber stealing into the bank one day. He ran up and hid behind the door. When 

the robber was running out Andrew tripped him. The robber began to shout. The Police arrested 

the robber. 

 

Runaway Horse 

A big black horse ran madly down the street one day. Everyone rushed out of the way. Rian 

snatched a rope. He quickly made a noose. He threw the noose on the horse’s head. He pulled 

and soon stopped the horse. 

 

A lovely Pet 

Ava found a little rabbit one day. She put him in a cosy box. She fed him on carrots and lettuce. 

The rabbit got big and strong. Now he is tame and makes a great pet. 

 

A Curious Boy 

Aidan got a long rope. He made a loop and threw it over a tree. He climbed up and looked into a 



bird’s nest. He slipped and fell. His mother ran to help him and put a bandage on his sore knee. 

 

Chased by A Ram 

Ciaran went out to play one day. He saw a rabbit and ran after him. A ram saw Ciaran and 

chased him. The boy ran to the gate like the wind. When he had neared the gate, the ram 

overtook him but Ciaran managed to jump over the gate in time. 

 

A Sleepy Boy 

Tim was very sleepy. One day he went to sleep in an old box. His Daddy did not know that he 

was there and he threw the box into the river. Poor Tim was nearly drowned. You can be sure 

that he will not sleep in an old box again. 

 

A Clumsy Girl 

Erin was sent to the shop to get a bottle of milk. When she was going home, she began to play 

with the bottle. It slipped and fell and broke. When Erin got home her mother was disappointed.  

 

A New Boat 

Cyril was alone in a house near a big river. The water began to rise rapidly. In a few hours the 

water was rushing into the kitchen. Cyril turned the kitchen table upside down. Then he got the 

sweeping brush. He sat into the table and shoved it out the door and on to dry land. 

 

A Fearless Boy 

Henry was running to school yesterday morning. When he was passing a farmer’s house a big 

black dog barked at him. Henry was so startled he dropped his apple. The dog was distracted 

so Henry took the opportunity to run away.  

 

Saving the Lorry Driver 

Jimmy was standing outside his own door one evening. He saw a lorry coming towards him. He 

noticed that one of the front wheels was loose. He signalled to the driver to stop. 

 

Too Clever 

David put a big tub of water outside the back door. He thought that Pat would fall into it when he 

was going outside to play football. In a few minutes David heard the siren of the Fire Brigade. 

He rushed out of the kitchen to see what house was on fire. The poor lad tumbled head over 

heels into the water. 

 



Honest 

When Cillian was going to school one morning, he saw a packed purse dropping out of a 

woman's basket. He picked up the purse and gave it to the owner. She was very thankful to him 

because there was a big sum of money in it. She gave him five euro for himself. 

 

The Robin 

Michael saw a robin in the garden. She was weak and unable to fly. He put her into a warm box 

and gave her food. In the next few days, she was as well as ever and Michael set her free. Now 

she comes back to Michael every day for food. 

 

Making Money 

Fran got a piece of the garden for herself. She dug it and tilled it. She spread manure and set 

potatoes. The potatoes grew and she took care of them. Last week she sold them to Daddy for 

ten euro. 

 

A New Bicycle 

Callum was showing off his new bicycle. He was speeding up the town with his two hands in his 

pockets. Suddenly the front wheel crashed into a big stone and both Callum and the bicycle 

crashed to the ground. Now Callum is in bed with a broken arm. The bicycle is in the garage 

with a broken front wheel. 

 

An Escape 

Tim was picking blackberries in a field one day. A big red bull charged at him. Luckily there was 

a horse near Tim. He leaped upon the horse’s back and galloped to the gate as fast as he 

could. He jumped over the gate on to the road. There he was safe from the bull. 

 

 

Late 

Jill was cycling to school. She was speeding because she was late. A big fat pig ran out on the 

road in front of her. She could not stop because she was going too fast. She crashed into the 

pig and injured herself. The pig began to squeal and ran back into the sty. 

 

 

Saving a Child 

Stephen was walking by a cottage. Suddenly a pram with a baby in it began to run down the hill. 

Stephen rushed out on the road and stopped it. It was well that he did, for at that very minute a 

lorry came tearing around the corner. Stephen's quick action saved the child from a terrible 

accident. 

 

 



A Courageous Mother 

A young mother and two young children, who were sleeping in a pram, were waiting for the 

train. Suddenly the pram slipped down on the track as the train was rushing in. The mother 

jumped down on the track and threw the two children up on the platform. Then she scrambled 

up herself. It was a close escape.  

 

Tom Makes Money 

Tom worked hard after school each evening. Sometimes he got money from his Daddy for the 

help that he gave. Tom saved all the money. One day when Daddy was going to the fair, Tom 

gave him his savings. Daddy bought a sheep. The sheep had two lambs. Tom reared the lambs 

and sold them. He got 90 euro each for the lambs.  

 

A Good Worker 

Ruth got the job as a messenger girl in a shop. She got a bicycle and basket to take messages 

around. Ruth worked very hard and her manager was satisfied with her. After two years Ruth 

was given a job in the shop. She was quick to learn. She was careful and she was honest. Now 

she is manager of the shop. 

 

Trout for Dinner 

George got a present of a fishing rod. He went fishing in the river behind his house. He caught 

two big trout. He was delighted. He took the two trout home. His Mammy was very pleased 

when she got them. She cooked them for dinner. 

 

Pat Saves Lives 

When Pat was going to school yesterday morning, he noticed a hole in the road. He examined 

the hole. He found that a big part of the road was ready to fall away. Pat saw a Policeman 

coming along. He stopped him and told him the story. The Policeman stopped all the traffic. Pat 

prevented many serious accidents. 

 

A Good Messenger Boy 

Mrs. O'Brien was very busy and her messenger was ill. She asked John to take his place. John 

was delighted, and he worked hard all day. When he was finished Mrs. O'Brien gave him ten 

euro. John was very pleased, and he put the money in his money box. 

 

Kindness 

An old hungry man came to our door yesterday. My mother gave him a piece of bread. He was 

very grateful. Mother told us that we should always be kind to everyone.  



Sugar 

Farmer Ryan ploughed his garden. Then he harrowed it. Next, he opened drills and sowed beet 

in them. When the beet is ripe, he will take it to the market. It will be made into sugar. 

 

Young Farmer 

Lisa's father gave her a piece of a garden for herself. She tilled it and set potatoes in it. When 

they were growing, she minded them well. She dug them when they were ripe and sold them for 

two euros. She put the money in her money box. 

 

Firewood 

Sam went to the wood. He cut down a small tree with his axe and saw. Then he sawed the tree 

into small pieces, and put a big load on the car. He took home the wood and put in a shed 

beyond the house for the winter. 

 

Mending a Puncture 

A gentleman was riding on his bicycle near Liam's house. His bicycle got punctured. Liam had a 

fixing kit, and he gave it to the gentleman, who mended the puncture with it. He was very 

thankful and gave Liam five euro. 

 

A Careless Boy 

John went down the street for milk. He ran home as fast as he could. As he was rushing in the 

door he slipped and broke the bottle of milk. John began to cry. The big cat began to laugh 

when he saw breakfast ready for him. 

 

A Spin on a Tractor 

Farmer Ryan was bringing in hay on a tractor and trailer. Daniel stood outside his gate watching 

him. The farmer called Daniel and gave him a spin on the tractor. Daniel was delighted. 

 

Helping 

Tina was standing at her door. She saw a blind man on the path. Tina helped him across the 

road. The blind man was very thankful.  

 

A House on Fire 

Emma saw a house on fire. She called the emergency number to report it. The firemen rushed 

to the burning house on the fire engine. They extinguished the flames. Everybody praised 

Emma.  



Saved from Burning  

A postman was cycling out the road, He noticed smoke coming through a door in a cottage. He 

jumped off his bicycle and ran to the door. He knocked. He got no answer. He burst in the door, 

and found a man unconscious inside. He pulled the man out, and called an ambulance. 

Thankfully the man recovered. 

 

A Strange Tale 

Laura was standing on the street one night and saw a man stealing through the window of a 

house. She called the Police. The Police rushed down to the house to arrest the thief. When 

they found him they laughed heartily. The owner of the house had lost his key, and had got in 

through the window. 

 

Earning a Cup of Tea 

Tom was walking out the road. He saw a farmer's cows straying on the side of the road. He took 

them home. The farmer’s wife gave him a cup of tea. 

 

The Clever Bit of Work 

When Mr. O'Brien came home yesterday evening he was unable to open the door. He had lost 

his key. He was very upset because he had to catch the 6 o'clock train to Dublin. Alan saw what 

was wrong. He borrowed a ladder from one of the neighbours. He ran to the house with the 

ladder and put it up to the top window; ran up and got in through the window. Soon he had 

opened the front door. 

 

The Careless Girl 

Anne left the window of her bedroom open last night. A storm was blowing and the rain was 

blowing into the room. In the morning everything was drenched. Anne's mother was very upset.  

 

Mending a Chair 

A kitchen chair was broken, Bradley took it to the carpenter. The carpenter repaired the chair 

immediately. Bradley's mother was delighted. 

 

Finding Treasure 

Ian was fishing near his home; he saw an iron ring sticking out of the mud. He waded in and 

dragged at the ring. He got a surprise when he pulled up a box full of money. He gave it to the 

Police. The Police soon found the owner. Ian got a reward of five euro. 

 

 



An Accident 

A man was driving a motor car on the icy road. When he was coming near an open gate, a dog 

dashed out in front of the car. The driver pulled a brake to avoid the dog and ran into a wall. 

Luckily no one was injured. 

 

Working Hard 

Alex worked hard yesterday after school. She mopped the floors. She helped her mother to do 

small jobs. She swept the yard at the front of the house; she took her dog into the bath to be 

washed. Alex's Daddy was delighted.  

 

Hard Luck  

Conor's mother sent him to the shop for two bottles of milk. When he was coming home, he 

stopped to watch a number of boys playing football. One team scored a great goal, and Conor 

got excited. He clapped his hands together, the bottles broke. 

 

Good Work 

Evan was walking with Patrick along the bank of the river. Patrick slipped and fell in. Evan tore 

off his coat quickly. He threw one sleeve to Patrick while he held on to the other. Patrick caught 

the sleeve just in time. Evan pulled him out. 

 

Strange Bird 

Emily saw a strange bird on the roof of her house. He looked tired and frightened. Emily coaxed 

her down with bread. She noticed a thin ring on her leg. The name and number of the owner 

was written on the ring. Emily phoned the owner and told him the bird was safe. The owner 

came to collect the bird and gave Emily 10 euro. 

 

Saved from the Sea 

James and Peter were playing on the strand. Suddenly James saw an object out in the sea. He 

looked towards it and he was very frightened when he saw that it was a man struggling in the 

water. He raced to the pier and told a boatman. The boatman went out and rescued the 

drowning man. 

 

Saved from the River 

Rory ran home crying that a woman had fallen into a river. He told his Daddy. Daddy jumped in 

his car and drove to the river where the woman was. He looked below and saw the pale face of 

a woman. He tore off some of his clothes and dove in. He dragged the woman to the bank. 

Then he gave her artificial respiration. Soon she began to breathe again. 

 


